Writing Paragraphs and Descriptive Writing

Creative Activities to Boost Skills

Written by
Barbara Gruber, M.A., Author, Seminar Presenter, Former Teacher
Sue Gruber, M.A., Teacher, Author, Seminar Presenter

f Table of Contents A\

Helping Children Write Well ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 1-2
Organizational Writing Folders . .. ...... ... ... . ... .... 3
Ways for Children to Evaluate Their Writing . ............... 4
Holding Writing Conferences With Children . ............... 5
Learning to Write Paragraphs . ......... ... ... ... ... 6-9
Observe and Write . ........ . ... ... ... ... 10-12
Writing About Themes, Social Studies, and Science ....... 13-15
Writing About Opinions and Things We Like .. ............. 16
Patterns for Paragraph Writing .. .................... 17-22
“We Love to Write!” Center ........... ... .. ........ 23-24

f

J

TN-2205 Writing Paragraphs and Descriptive Writing
ISBN 1-58857-005-3 All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2000 TeachNow.com
PO.Box 57037 Number 448 Irvine, CA 92619-2619

NOTICE: The teacher may reproduce copies of materials in this book for his or her own classroom use only. The
reproduction of any part of these materials for any other person or organization, including but not limited to an entire
school or school system, is strictly prohibited. Except as stated above, no part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted by any means, electronic or mechanical, without prior written authorization from the publisher. For
permission information or questions, please contact us by e-mail: rights@TeachNow.com. For all other information,
please visit our web site: www.TeachNow.com.



Helping Children Write Well

Bring out the writer in every child by drawing upon children’s life experiences for classroom
writing activities. Children write best about things they know and have actually experienced.

Before writing, engage the children in discussions. Invest time in sharing, modeling writing, and
discussing ideas. The more children talk and think about what they will write, the more ideas
they will have to draw upon during writing activities. Writing will be easier and children will write
with depth and details.

Often children’s writing lacks focus and rich details. For example:

Chloe All About Me!

I am eight years old. Amy is my friend. I have a five-
year-old sister named Sara. I have a new baby
brother named Seth. Max is my dog.

In the All About Me writing sample above, each sentence contains a different topic. There are
five topics and dozens of subtopics embedded in each of the five topics. Subtopics are perfect for
focused writing activities. Children can write with rich details when writing in depth on fewer
topics.

The broad topic of “baby brother” has subtopics such as

getting ready for his arrival, buying clothes, getting his room ready

how his name was chosen

the first day he was at home with the family

something cute or funny he does

bath time for Seth

putting Seth to bed
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Helping Children Write Well

Instead of having children write superficially, break topics into subtopics and give children
opportunities to do focused writing.

When children write about subtopics,
have them jot lists of ideas that they
may want to include in each paragraph.
This list will be helpful as they write.

Then, have the children write about the subtopic.

Chloe Seth Gets a Bath

First we get out his clean clothes. Then we put warm water in his
little bathtub. Mom bought it at a garage sale for $3.00. It is yellow.
Seth makes a funny face when we pat him in the water He has a ting
nose. He wrinkles it fo make the funny face. Daddy and I start laughing
and make faces back at him. We have special baby soap. Dad holds Seth
while T wash him. We wrap him in a fowel and dry him off. Then we put on
his clean clothes and put him in his bed. T wish I could give him a bath alll
by myself, but he is too little.

Children can save their paragraphs about subtopics in their N
Finished Work folders. Then, after writing about all the subtopics, ! Bether
the paragraphs can be compiled into one larger piece containing |1 S
five or six paragraphs. :

1

by Chloe

{:ZHelping Children Write

In every classroom, there are a few children who have difficulty writing. They have trouble
getting started writing and need support during writing. Gather those children at a table and sit
with them as they write. Help them get started and answer their questions. Children at the table
can help each other. Children who are tentative about writing will have more confidence
knowing that classmates and the teacher are there to help.
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